Longevity comparisons among lithium anode power cells for cardiac pacemakers.
Of over 10,000 lithium-powered pacemakers followed by a commercial transtelephone monitoring service, 148 have been explanted due to rate decline. A breakdown according to the power cell manufactures shows that the longevity is not uniform, indicating that significant differences exist among the power cell designs even though all have lithium anodes. One tenth of all lithium-powered pacemakers in the study were explanted for rate declines within 4 years.